
IABA Iroquois Area Business Association

Neighborhood News
Volume 1 Issue 2 - Summer 2006

Past President
Barbara G. Nichols

President
David Jett
Republic Bank

Vice President
Brian Shumate

Iroquois High School

Secretary
Kamron Terry

Edward Jones

Treasurer
Lori Rowe-Nair

Delta Temps

_______

Directors

Randy Beard
Kenwood Heights
Christian Church

Van Tran
Century 21

Ed Hammond
Hammond Marketing

Michael Raymer
Magic Graphics, Inc.

Nikki Barringer
Jimbo’s Barbeque

Priscilla Hannah
Sts. Mary & Elizabeth

Iroquois Area Business Association  •  P.O. Box 9755  •  Louisville, KY 40209  •  www.iaba-louisville.org

Funded in part by

GREETINGS
FROM THE PRESIDENT

WHY JOIN IABA?

Why should I join?  What’s in it for me?  Is there 
value in being a member of a business associa-
tion?  These are common questions that any busi-
ness owner asks when solicited for membership.  
In fact, when the board was struggling with how 
to revive this association in 2004, we asked those 
same questions.  Both our website and member-
ship brochures try to address these questions and 
concerns.  As we grow our organization, we also 
want to help our fellow members grow their busi-
nesses.  I would like to relate the beneý ts that I 
have enjoyed and those of two other members.

In the last two years, serving as Treasurer and now 
President, it has been my privilege to serve as the 
primary communication point to our membership 
and have also received RSVPs for our meetings.  
This has allowed me to get to know the major-
ity of our members through these two duties, thus 
making both myself and Republic Bank, better 
known in the IABA area.

Joe Ratterman, Ratterman Funeral Home, an-
nounced at our April meeting at Beechmont 
Community Center, that he was purchasing the 
property at the corner of New Cut and Southside 
Drive, with the intentions to clean up that corner.  
After a rousing round of applause, Joe met with 
John Fischer, Asst. Director of Metro Develop-
ment Authority, who also was at our meeting.  
Ratterman’s IABA membership allowed John to 
schedule a meeting for Joe with Cynthia Knapek, 
Director of Operation Brightside to see what they 
might be able to do to assist in the clean up and 
landscaping. (Have you noticed the improvement 
already?)
Chris Metz, State Farm Insurance, has just opened 
his new ofý ce at 3rd and Woodlawn and is one of 
our newer members.  
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Since Chris began looking in this area for a location 
IABA has helped him by advising him of the vacant 
space between Evergreen Cleaners and Penn Station 
and introducing him to his new landlord.  In addition, 
Chris was able to participate in the Big Talk radio live 
remote held in June, get free advertising time on the 
radio and promote his new ofý ce.  Chris has also ben-
eý ted by attending our meetings and personally meet-
ing 40 to 50 of our members, not bad for a person new 
to the area just 3 months ago.

Could your business beneý t by being a member of 
IABA?  Would it hurt your business to meet 80+ po-
tential new clients?  If you needed help from Metro 
Louisville for a project/improvement, would you have 
access to key Metro employees?  I hope you enjoy our 
newsletter, check out our website and plan to attend 
a meeting soon.

A Letter from Joe Ratterman

IIt is my understanding that Operation Bright-
side will plan and provide the plants for private 
property if it is located in an area that needs im-
provement, provided a non-proý t organization 
like Iroquois Area Business Association made the 
request and approved the plan. Cynthia Knapek 
was to provide an analysis on how the corner of 
New Cut and Southside Drive could be used to 
the area’s best advantage. The Iroquois Business 
Association would have to endorse the plan, then 
it would be submitted to a board for approval. I 
am excited that the old nasty corner will be en-
joyed by all that pass the newly landscaped cor-
ner. 
    I offered to install an automatic sprin-
kler system to ensure its’ success. The local 
elementary school will be involved by actually 
learning how to properly plant and then main-
tain the plantings. Operation Brightside would
like a target date of the fall of 2006.
Thank you for your help,
Joe Ratterman
7330 Southside Dr.
Louisville, KY 40214




